National Network of University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service 
The Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights of 2000 authorizes a National Network of University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service (UCEDDs).  UCEDDs are interdisciplinary education, research, and public service units of universities or public or not-for-profit entities associated with universities that engage in core functions (e.g., interdisciplinary training, community services (including training  and/or technical assistance), research, and dissemination of information) and address, directly or indirectly, one or more of the areas of emphasis (e.g., quality assurance, education and early intervention, child care, health, employment, housing, transportation, recreation, and other services available or offered to individuals in a community, including formal and informal community supports, that affect their quality of life).

As liaisons to service delivery systems, UCEDDs serve to positively affect the lives of individuals with developmental disabilities and their families, and work towards increasing their independence, productivity, and integration into communities. The National Network has evolved considerably during its history. Established in 1963, UCEDDs currently engage in four broad tasks called core functions: (1) interdisciplinary preservice preparation and continuing education, (2) exemplary community service programs and technical assistance at all levels from local service delivery to community and state governments, (3) research, and (4) information dissemination.

UCEDD accomplishments include:

· Directing exemplary interdisciplinary training programs.  The provision of training is offered in an interdisciplinary format where faculty and trainees represent a variety of disciplines, such as pediatrics, education, psychology, and nursing, thereby expanding opportunities for students to learn about the differing perspectives of various professionals who are providing services to individuals with developmental disabilities and their families. 

· Providing community services and technical assistance.  Staffs offer expertise through training and technical assistance activities to families, support service organizations, individuals with developmental disabilities and their family members, professionals, paraprofessionals, students, systems, and volunteers. 

· Contributing to the development of new knowledge through research and information dissemination.  UCEDDs develop and field test models of service delivery and evaluate existing innovative practices, which are then disseminated to the field to translate research into practice.

There are 61 UCEDDs in every State and Territory.  Public Law 108-447, the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2005, supports the expansion of the national network of UCEDDs.  Funds made available under this program announcement will support the administration and operation of up to three newly designated UCEDDs.  

ADD – University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities
March 29, 2005
	Outcomes
	
	Ultimate:  More individuals with developmental disabilities are independent and self-sufficient.   More individuals with developmental disabilities participate in and contribute to the life of their communities.
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	Intermediate:  

· More models are field tested and expert knowledge relevant to the developmental disabilities field is gained and disseminated
· More students and leaders are trained and remain in the field of developmental disabilities
· More individuals with developmental disabilities receive services from trained individuals

· More communities and policymakers are knowledgeable about developmental disability issues

· More individuals with developmental disabilities receive high quality services from trained individuals and through improved access and expanded capacity
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	Outputs
	
	· Number of trainees who gained knowledge and skills in the developmental disabilities field
· Number of individuals in the community who gained knowledge and skills in the developmental disabilities field

· Number of individuals in the community who received services and supports related to individuals with developmental disabilities

· Number of research and evaluation activities conducted on developmental disabilities issues

· Number of individuals with developmental disabilities who received services through activities in which UCEDD-trained professionals are involved
· Number of UCEDD-trained individuals who remain in the field after completing training

· Number in community who received training and technical assistance

· Number of products developed and disseminated
· Number of recipients of products disseminated
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	Activities
	
	Federal:

· Providing competitive grant funding
· Monitoring grantee and reporting on grantee performance

· Providing training and technical assistance to grantees

Grantee:

· Provide interdisciplinary pre-service preparation and continuing education to students & fellows in a variety of disciplines (e.g., health, medicine, education, nutrition, social work etc.)
· Providing training and technical assistance to individuals with developmental disabilities, their families, professionals, paraprofessionals, policy-makers, students and others in the community
· Conduct basic and applied research, evaluation and analysis of public policy
· Disseminate knowledge that may be applied in diverse settings and circumstances
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	Inputs
	
	Federal funding, leveraged funds, outside programs funded by grantee, trained staff, advisory boards, consumer representation, collaborative partners, plans and goals, reporting and data systems, websites, equipment and supplies


