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______________________________________________________________________________
Request for Application: Applications Due October 17, 5pmET
This RFA is limited to AUCD network members and is contingent upon funding from the 
AUCD-CDC Cooperative Agreement
_____________________________________________________________________________

Background and Purpose
Early childhood is a critical period for long-term health and wellbeing. Positive and supportive parenting can protect children from adverse events and risks, and effective parenting programs can serve to support child development and to reduce problem behaviors. However, the current reach of evidence-based parenting prevention and intervention programs is limited, and many parents experience barriers to access due to limited workforce capacity. 
Recent collaboration experiences of AUCD network centers and programs on evidence-based efforts for effective programs for parents who are underserved due to language barriers, specifically Spanish-speaking families, and efforts for parenting of young children with disruptive behaviors, show that further efforts need to disseminate and integrate emerging lessons learned. Action is needed to deliver existing CDC positive parenting resources to communities with the most need. 
This opportunity is available through AUCD’s cooperative agreement with CDC’s Office for State, Tribal, Local and Territorial Support, with technical monitor oversight from the National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities. The overall purpose of this Request for Application (RFA) is to develop state-level innovative practice groups, strategically working across and aligning early childhood sectors, to support parents of young children by leveraging the AUCD network centers and programs to increase workforce capacity for implementation, evaluation, and dissemination of evidence-based programs for parents of young children who may have behavioral concerns. A secondary goal is to expand the reach of existing resources, such as free CDC materials on child development (https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/freematerials.html), Legacy for ChildrenTM  (https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/legacy.html), emerging lessons learned on reaching systems that serve young children, and AUCD-CDC collaboratively developed materials like Family Interaction Training (FIT) program (https://www.aucd.org/template/page.cfm?id=1023). Past efforts have focused on background understanding and identifying barriers to integrating positive parenting resources and strategies into systems that serve young children. The findings of these efforts will be shared with the state-level communities of practice.  
Up to three state-level communities of practice (CoP) with an existing state network are sought to take action with this current opportunity.  A CoP is defined in this RFA as a group of people who share an interest, take action together, and enhance their expertise by an established history of ongoing interaction in a particular area of interest, such as evidence-based programs for parents of young children who may have behavioral concerns.  Active participation in CoPs increases capacity and may be used to identify a process for public health practitioners to include disability awareness in public health efforts. Each state-level CoP will:

· develop strategies to move beyond the identified disparities and barriers, 
· implement tailored strategies to connect the current evidence base throughout systems that serve parents and young children in states with regions of great need, and 
· contribute to a “playbook” of implementation guides on how to use positive parenting and child development resources for different stakeholders, such as state agencies and legislators, non-profit organizations, and partners. This may include an organizational outreach directory of typical regional partners needed to incorporate positive parenting strategies and resources into systems that serve young children – who to connect with when.

States with the greatest potential to implement and integrate strategies to support parents into systems that serve young children will be the focus of this RFA. This may be demonstrated through a statement of capacity and with letters of support from regional partners that showcase the ability to serve as a community of practice that takes action across the state. State population need may be demonstrated by, but not limited to: rates of disability that are higher than the national average, low socioeconomic status (SES), low birth weight, English language learners, and higher rates of adverse events and risks. The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate state need through use of existing national or state data sets. 
This RFA seeks AUCD network centers and programs with a track record of creative, collaborative approaches to address these state-level needs, as well as past success in demonstrating measurable progress over a program year. It is our hope that recipients will serve as leaders for the AUCD network in addressing these areas of need.  The strategies, products, and outcomes will be shared with AUCD network members as resources and templates for peer programs’ use.  
Up to three (3) AUCD network centers and programs will be eligible for:

· A maximum of $20,000 each in reimbursement to support the development and implementation of activities that address the RFA priority areas; and 

· Access to peer-to-peer consultation and individualized technical assistance through AUCD’s public health team in support of these activities. 

Eligibility
All AUCD network centers and programs are eligible to seek funding support through this RFA process.  While programs may submit multiple requests, no more than one request per program will be selected to receive assistance. Priority will be given to proposals that demonstrate expertise in evidence-based programs for parents of young children who may have behavioral concerns, necessary state and regional level partner connections, and collaboration among state-level programs to accomplish the project goals. Multiple programs, including co-located LEND, UCEDD or IDDRC programs, may collaborate on a request. The level of funding would remain at a maximum of $20,000 if multiple programs apply together. States with the greatest need will be given preference. However, requests from all AUCD network centers and programs will be considered.
Timeline
RFA Informational Call: October 2, 2019, 1pm ET: 866-794-4983
Submissions due: October 17, 2019, by 5pm ET
Decision notification by: November 1, 2019
Project period begins: November 15, 2019
Interim progress reports due: January 31, 2020 
Project period ends: November 14, 2020 
Final reports due: December 14, 2020
Expectations

Selected AUCD network centers and programs will be expected to:

1) Plan and carry out all activities supported under this request between November 15, 2019, and November 14, 2020. 
2) Designate one person who will be the project lead and assume primary responsibility for planning, implementation, financial, reporting, and communication duties.

3) Participate in all required technical assistance activities (e.g. peer-to-peer calls) during the project period and maintain an open dialogue with AUCD’s public health team staff to ensure that project needs are met in a timely and efficient manner.

4) Invoice AUCD for all eligible expenses, not to exceed $20,000.  Expenses can only be incurred between November 15, 2019, and November 14, 2020.  Invoices for expenses will be due on a monthly basis.

5) Provide AUCD with a written interim progress report by January 31, 2020, and a written final report by December 14, 2020. Structured guidelines will be distributed to selected AUCD network centers and programs approximately one month before each report is due. 
6) Where appropriate, report on their process and outcomes during the AUCD conference  and grantee meetings, such as the annual LEND and UCEDD Directors Meetings, IDDRC Directors Meetings, and at other times as requested. (AUCD’s public health team will provide advance notice in those instances).
Support
Up to $20,000 will be available on a cost reimbursement basis for each selected center or program to support activities aimed at addressing one of the RFA priority areas. Funds may be used for expenses such as faculty/staff time, expert consultation, stipend for a trainee assistant, meeting costs, materials, and approved travel.  Funds may not be used for research. Indirect is allowable, if required by the university or hospital, up to the level of AUCD’s Federally negotiated indirect rate of 25.74%.  All funding will be subject to the availability of funds from the CDC and there is no guarantee of additional funding in the future.
Request and Selection Process
Proposal Format 
A proposal of no more than 5 pages, single-spaced (Word or pdf format) documenting the capacity and ability to meet the following qualifications/questions is required:

1. Provide a clear and succinct description of your proposed: (1) state capacity and regional need; (2) goals; (3) objectives; (4) related activities; (5) potential program impact to be supported by this RFA.
2. How will you define and measure success?  Please include all process and outcome measures.

3. Describe your program’s plans to build upon and/or sustain the impact of activities supported by this request for assistance beyond the project period. Describe how your work will benefit the overall public health workforce in your state, as well as the AUCD Network.

4. Describe how your program’s proposed project enhances diversity, inclusion, and cultural and linguistic competence. 
5. How do you plan on disseminating information (processes, outcomes, resources developed) to the AUCD network and others who might benefit?  For example: articles, conference presentations, digital distribution, etc.

6. Provide the name, affiliation, position, and contact information for the project lead and any other significant personnel. Briefly outline their responsibilities related to activities supported by this RFA.  Include the CV (Word or pdf format) of the individual performing the project lead duties as a separate attachment. This CV does NOT count against the 5-page proposal limit.

7. Provide at least two letters of support from a significant state or regional partner network or organization that will help to ensure the success of the proposed activities. These letters of support do NOT count against the 5-page proposal limit.

8. Provide a proposed line-item budget with justification for the entire amount requested. This budget does NOT count against the 5-page proposal limit.

The proposal scoring rubric is available on page 6 of this application. Requests will be reviewed and evaluated by AUCD and CDC staff.

Questions
Please address any questions regarding this opportunity to Adriane Griffen at agriffen@aucd.org or 240-821-9374.

Proposal Scoring Rubric 
Prerequisites – 10 possible points
	
	1
	2

	The proposal addresses RFA priority areas
	
	

	Activities supported by this funding can be carried out by November 14, 2020 
	
	

	The proposal identifies and provides required information for the project lead 
	
	

	Letters of support from significant state or regional partner networks or organizations 
	
	

	State capacity to serve as a community of action supporting parents who have children with behavioral concerns
	
	


Core Content – 32 possible points

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	State-level need for this project is appropriate, significant, and clearly defined.
	
	
	
	

	Activities will contribute to overall enhancement of public health workforce in state and region.
	
	
	
	

	Proposed goals and objectives engage partners and systems that serve young children.
	
	
	
	

	Proposed activities are aligned with the proposed goals/objectives.
	
	
	
	

	Measures are SMART: specific, measurable, attainable, realistic, and time-dependent.
	
	
	
	

	AUCD member center/program applicant is poised to sustain resulting improvements over the long-term.
	
	
	
	

	Proposed activities are consistent with the timeframe and funding level. 
	
	
	
	

	AUCD member center/program applicant is poised to contribute to the enhancement of the broader AUCD network capacity to integrate positive parenting messaging into systems that serve young children. 
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	
	
	


Budget – 2 possible points
	
	Yes
	No

	Budget follows stated guidelines and is appropriate to the proposed activities.
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