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SUMMARY

University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilitics
(UCEDDs) are federally funded rescarch, education, and
service centers housed in major universitics across the country
with at least one center in cach state and territory. They work
for and with people with disabilities to advance policy and
practice for individuals with disabilities and their families.
AUCD undertook this TA activity to compilc information
from experts inside and outside of the network on strategics

to better attune to the viewpoints and address the needs of
people with the most significant disabilitics. UCEDDs involve
community members in many activities, but people with more
significant disabilitics may have been traditionally challenging
to include. This paper focuses on including people who do

not usc words (spoken, signed, or typed) to communicate,
demonstrate with their words or behavior that they strongly
dislike traditional meeting or survey environments, or who

have such significant behavioral challenges that they have not
traditionally been included. This report presents information on
principles and best practices from citizen participation rescarch,
along with solutions and examples from around the network
oninclusion of people with the most significant disabilities and
resources for follow-up. The purpose of this report is to gather
best practices from across the network and disability field and
compile useful strategics for UCEDDs undertaking needs
assessments and other community engagement activitics. In
rescarching this report, we found that much work remains to

be done on best practices in inclusion for people with the most
complex needs and we hope this report will both illuminate
best practices from across the network and inspire others to
conduct further rescarch into thisimportant topic.
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