Why Should A Member of Congress Listen to ME? 

As part of the preparation for the 2016 Trainee Disability Policy Summit, attendees were asked to reflect on the question of why a member of Congress should listen to what they have to say. Following are select responses. 

Because I am vocal and articulate to express the concern I feel that needs to be heard
I understand the importance of taking thoughtful and expedient action.
We see all people as valuable
Because I will bring important topics in reference to the needs of people with disabilities and possible solutions to address them.
I have seen how disparities negatively impact individuals in the community as well as in the schools. I believe I give a perspective that supports the need for discussion and change.
As the parent of a child with disabilities I know first-hand how important this legislation is to our family and families all over the country.

As LEND fellows we are focused on individuals with special needs, putting the time energy and effort into making this better and finding solutions.
I have first-hand experience working with families and children in the clinical setting. I am aware of real professional issues that families from rural counties face, and work directly with many families who benefit from Medicaid. Families have shared their personal experiences which I can then relay to my legislators.
As both a student and a clinician I bring first-hand experience from clinical work along with fresh perspectives in terms of how to solve issues with healthcare.
I am knowledgeable about the medical, social, and policy-related issues that confront children with disabilities.

Because I am directly impacted by their decision and a member of Congress should be aware of the outcomes of each decision they make.
Because I am a constituent and so is my autistic son.
We work with those with disabilities on a daily basis. We see and know their needs better than many other people. Our profession has allowed us to learn and gather information about system level issues that need to be addressed.
We have lived experiences.

I can provide realistic insight into topic matters, considering both sides of the issue before coming to a conclusion.
We are advocating on behalf of the people that need special health care and programs.
I am a parent of a child with a disability. I am a citizen of their state. I vote.
My elected legislator will be better informed of their constituent needs and desires which helps develop appropriate policy!!
A member of Congress should listen to me because as the parent of a child with disabilities I have a unique perspective and I know first-hand how these policies affect our families.
I can tell many personal stories of families and self-advocated with whom I've worked, letting Congress people know how specific policies have impacted people in their state.

Because I have had first-hand experience working with individuals in health care.
I am one but represent many and what we want is to have a better future for our love ones.

As the parent of a child with a disability, I can provide them with valuable insight into what it's like to raise a child with a disability and what supports they can help work to provide so that everyone in our families can thrive.
With my developed skill in public speaking and the research I've completed on the Respite Reauthorization Act, I will represent the caregivers and care-recipients to improve their well-being.  
I am here to represent individuals with disabilities and their families, to ensure they are served appropriately when they cannot be here to speak on their behalf.

A member of Congress (or their staff) should listen to me because I have expertise and experience in the field of developmental disabilities. My expertise and their expertise are highly complementary, and it is a requirement that we work together to move things forward with the goal of improving the lives of individuals and families of individuals with developmental disabilities.
As a social worker, I have listened to personal stories from families all over the state, and I can help legislators understand the unique needs of their constituent families affected by disability.
We have family stories that may make it easier for them to understand the implications of this bill and what it has done or can do for people experiencing disabilities and their families.
We are a strong interdisciplinary team with a wealth of experience in the area of developmental disabilities. That experience comes from the intimacy of family life, but also the daily experiences of professional life. We are clear communicators, we have a vision, and we are experts (each in our own ways).
I am educated/informed, passionate, articulate, care about people with disabilities and want to help.

We have a unique interdisciplinary lens which allows us to provide legislators with information on how to effectively and efficiently support individuals with disabilities and connect their constituents with the most productive programs.

