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May 13, 2011 

 

Dear Representative: 

 

The undersigned members of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD) urge you to oppose 2012 

budget proposals that include a cap on future spending using an arbitrarily established percentage of the Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP).  Such a cap would be devastating to people with disabilities because of the drastic 

reduction in services and supports resulting from the significant cuts to the discretionary budget, as well as the 

harmful structural changes to entitlement programs like Medicaid and Medicare that would be necessary to 

achieve significant savings.   Because of the aging of the population and increasing health care costs, the 

proposals put forth to date are not realistic based on historical spending averages and would be devastating to 

people with disabilities.  We urge you to find ways to solve the current fiscal situation while still continuing to 

support vital safety net programs that are so important to people with disabilities and to find efficiencies and 

savings in areas that also improve the lives of people with disabilities, such as rebalancing Medicaid to provide 

more home and community-based services versus institutional care.   

 

Drastic cuts in programs serving people with disabilities will make it difficult to protect the vital safety net that 

has been built over the years to protect people with disabilities from impoverishment and isolation.  These 

programs play a vital role in supporting independence for people with disabilities by providing health care, 

housing, transportation, education, employment, veterans services and other essential supports. It is important to 

note that many programs have been grossly under-funded, not coming close to addressing the current unmet 

needs. The economic challenges we have faced these past several years have only made a bad situation worse, as 

demand for services and the cost of providing services has increased.    

 

The Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities is a broad coalition of national disability organizations working 

together to advocate for national public policy that ensures the self determination, independence, empowerment, 

integration and inclusion of children and adults with disabilities in all aspects of society. 

 

CCD appreciates the urgency for the federal government to be fiscally responsible and bring our national 

economic situation into balance. At the same time, we know that people with disabilities disproportionately rely 

on government services to live, learn and work in their communities. These services assist many people with 

disabilities to live independently in the community, thereby avoiding costly institutional care and increasing their 

opportunities to work and pay taxes. These services were created by government because the private market place 

would not meet the unique needs of people with disabilities, and cutting them will do more harm than good. 

 

Thank you for considering our views. 

 

Sincerely, 

American Association of People with Disabilities 

American Association on Health and Disability 

American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 

American Medical Rehabilitation Providers Association 

American Music Therapy Association 

American Network of Community Options and Resources 

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
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Association of Assistive Technology Act Programs 

Association of University Centers on Disabilities 

Autism National Committee 

Autism Society 

Community Access National Network 

Corporation for Supportive Housing 

Council for Exceptional Children 

Council for Learning Disabilities 

Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates 

Council of State Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation 

Division for Early Childhood of the Council for Exceptional Children 

Division for Learning Disabilities of the Council for Exceptional Children  
Easter Seals 

Epilepsy Foundation  

Goodwill Industries 

Health & Disability Advocates 

Higher Education Consortium for Special Education 

IDEA Infant and Toddler Coordinators Association 

I-NABIR 

The Jewish Federations of North America  

Lutheran Services in America Disability Network 

Mental Health America 

National Alliance on Mental Illness 

National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities 

National Association of County Behavioral Health and Developmental Disability Directors 

National Association of Disability Representatives 

National Association of State Directors of Special Education 

National Association of State Head Injury Administrators 

National Center on Learning Disabilities 

National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare 

National Council on Aging 

National Council on Independent Living 

National Disability Rights Network 

National Down Syndrome Society 

National Multiple Sclerosis Society 

National Organization of Social Security Claimants’ Representatives 

National Respite Coalition 

National Spinal Cord Injury Association on 

NISH 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 

School Social Work Association of America 

TASH 

Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional Children 

The Advocacy Institute 

The Arc of the United States 

Tourette Syndrome Association 

United Spinal Association  

 

 


