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Recommendations for Economic Recovery Legislation
The Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD) urges President-elect Obama to include the following recommendations in the Economic Recovery legislation which Congress will consider in early January. People with disabilities are among our nation’s poorest citizens and like all Americans, are experiencing the impact of the economic recession. We appreciate that the purpose of the Economic Recovery legislation is designed to stimulate the economy by creating jobs and believe that each of the following proposals meet that criteria. 

Medicaid – Providing Fiscal Relief to States:

· Increase the federal government’s share of Medicaid spending (known as the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage or FMAP) by $125 billion over 2 years. According to a December 10, 2008 Center on Budget and Policy Priorities report, 37 states are facing mid-year 2009 budget shortfalls.
 Such budget gaps will result in additional loss of jobs for health care and other workers providing Medicaid services. 
· Require that states maintain program/benefit levels and current eligibility for coverage as a condition of increased FMAP funding. 

· Include a $5 – 10 billion FMAP increase over two years targeted towards Medicaid home and community based services.  This targeted increase would act as an incentive for states to restore and create new jobs for direct support professionals and address unmet needs of individuals with disabilities for community-based services and supports, rather than institution based care. Over a two-year period, a $5 billion commitment to address the support needs of persons with disabilities currently awaiting services could create an estimated 122,000 new full-time jobs to meet the needs of 120,000 to 400,000 Americans with disabilities needing home and community supports.

Employment:  

Invest a minimum of $500 million over the next two years in VR in the following targeted manner:

· $250 million to the VR state grant program specifically targeted to improve services to youth who are transitioning from special education to work and community life; 
· $150 million to VR state grant program to increase the number of persons with significant disabilities served, including disabled veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan; and 

· $50 million to the Supported Employment State Grant program and $50 million to the Projects with Industry program to ensure that people with the most significant disabilities are helped in the economic recovery.    

Housing:  

· Capitalize the new National Housing Trust Fund at $10 billion for two years to build or rehabilitate 100,000 rental homes for the lowest income households. As the National Low Income Housing Coalition underscored in its Economic Recovery proposal, “[T]he construction of each new multi-family rental unit produces 1.16 new jobs and every $100,000 spent on home remodeling produces 1.11 new jobs”
.  People with disabilities, who, on a national average, are at 18% of area median income, 
 have faced a severe housing crisis for years due to the lack of affordable and accessible units across the country.  
Education Infrastructure:

· At least $3 billion should be allocated to repair crumbling schools across this country -- making classrooms safer and energy efficient -- while injecting demand into the construction industry. Any school renovation must be to assure that all such school buildings are made accessible for students with disabilities.  Such renovations could include ramps, stair removal, elevators and other mechanisms to provide full access to students with disabilities. 
· Provide at least $700 million for Part C, Early Intervention program and Section 619, preschool grants program of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Part C and 619 have not seen any increases in nearly a decade. Because the number of children identified as eligible has grown by nearly 70 percent in the Part C program alone, states have had to narrow their eligibility criteria, limit the scope and duration of services and impose cost-sharing on parents.  According to States, this increase would result in their ability to immediately hire at least 10,000 desperately needed direct services staff and case managers. 
Social Security:

· Provide $750 million in funding for replacement of the Social Security Administration’s National Computer Center and IT equipment.  This would allow annually appropriated funds to be dedicated to the day-to-day functioning of the agency. The current center is nearly 30 years old and can no longer fully support SSA’s mission.  SSA’s ability to keep up with new workloads and increasing volumes of cases is severely limited.  

Research:

· Include at least $1 billion in NIH funding in any immediate economic-stimulus effort, and include this funding in the base for subsequent budget years. In recent years, research at the National Institutes of Health has slowed due to budgets that have not kept pace with biomedical inflation.  According to a recent study by Families USA, every dollar of NIH funding generated more than twice as much in state economic output.  NIH grants and contracts create and support more than 350,000 jobs that generate wages in excess of $18 billion in the 50 states.  Of this amount, provide $1.3 million to strengthen the capacity and infrastructure to conduct research at the Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Research Centers (IDDRCs) funded through the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) which has been weakened due to budget cuts.  
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