
NCEDC Meeting Minutes for Monday February 2  
2:00 Eastern; 1:00 Central; 12:00 Mountain; and 11:00am Pacific Time 

Attendees: 
 

 
 
Tom Gannon 
Melina Danko 
Kathy Rise 
Mary Mercer 
Elizabeth Bishop 
Rob Boy 
Katie Keiling  
 

Approval of Annual  
Meeting Minutes 

 

 
Mary requests additions to minutes 

• No suggestions Made 

Motion to approve minutes:  

• Amy Sharp 

 Seconded 

• Katie Keiling 

February Minutes approved 



 

Chair Report 
 

 
Update on Board Meeting:  

One issue addressed, looking at diversity issues within the 
network, and the multicultural council and board want to move 
beyond just the issues related to reporting – ensuring reporting 
into NIRS, and focus on the broader issue of accountability, and 
actual increases in diversity. 

• Looking for ways to actually increase the ways to 
increase diversity. 

• Looking for other ways to count – not just staff.  Perhaps 
COC members, trainees? 

• Group will share report with the board. 
• Another issue is the transition to the new presidential 

administration. (Obama/Biden) 
• At the last Board call, Kim reported that priorities were 

given to the team.  Tiers 1 and 2 listed. 
• Staff resources are limited, so providing the priority efforts 

was important. 

Discussions related to programs review. Of DD Act.  An 
evaluation by a consulting firm reviewed and evaluated on what 
is and is not working as we look towards the reauthorization of 
the DD Act.  $100,000 to survey all sister programs in the DD 
Act. 

George Jesien is on a panel of experts (different from advisors) 
meeting with a total of 20 people to discuss the work of all the 
groups, find constituencies , projects, work that is relevant and 
working. 

Questions Raised: 

• Is the funding sufficient? 
• Do these efforts divert funds from other needs? 
• How does this affect work and priorities? 

Elizabeth: what’s the difference between experts/advisors?  
Who carries more weight? 

Mary: Thinks the advisors have more importance,   



The assumption is that the experts would answer questions; the 
advisors would just answer questions posed. 

 
Questions:  Editorial comments (framed negatively) working 
to gather information for Congress during the reauthorization 
process 

Katie:  Regards to Diversity group, focus on diversity.  Race 
and ethnicity?  Disabilities included?   

Mary:  all are included 

Katie: Encourage people to track people who have siblings 
(family members) of person with disabilities.  Siblings are 
taking priority. 

Elizabeth: This has been an annual survey, monitoring the 
main source of information is the directory of the AUCD 
website.  You can give additional information via that 
directory.  These areas are optional, but the survey isn’t 
complete because this portion is not mandatory.  Not reliable 
data source to share this information with Federal funders, 
Congress…consistent updates, inclusions, or entered. 

Meeting dates for May and September 

Mary will send out final dates – decide the day of the month, 
but meetings will be held on Mondays 

May and September will be the next scheduled months for 
meeting. 

 
Workgroup Reports  

 Emergency Preparedness – Tom Gannon 

From the AUCD National Conference, picked up an 
additional 8-9 people who would be potentially interested in 
joining the workgroup. 

Conference call will help define the roles of the group, but 
currently has a narrow focus – finding a starting point to 
identify training materials and contacts for resources people 
could use to take to the community right away. 



 Violence Prevention – Marilyn Hammond 

Not on call 

 
 Self- Determination -Katie Keiling 

At the NCEDC meeting on Nov. 10th at the AUCD conference 
in DC, a group formed to focus on sharing resources 
regarding self-determination across the lifespan. The idea to 
compile and share resources through a web portal is already 
in development by a UCEDD partnership through a new 
grant given by the Administration on Developmental 
Disabilities. This grant, A National Gateway to Self-
Determination, has been given to a UCEDD Consortium 
(Missouri, Kansas, Oregon, New York, Illinois) in partnership 
with a newly formed National Self-Determination Alliance 
(including self-advocates, families, and numerous national 
partners).  
One of their activities is to develop a website with resources 
regarding self-determination. Our group has connected with 
Carl Calkins, co-PI on the grant and Director of the Missouri 
UCEDD. Carl shared that our group could be tapped into as 
they develop the website.  
At this time our group is on “stand-by” until we hear from Carl 
that they would like feedback or resources from our group. 
We are very excited that the Self-Determination Grant 
Consortium is doing this important work. 

 
 Assistive Technology – Debbie Reinhartsen 

Email: update – developing questions to send to UCEDS on 
AT services.  Will report in on this effort at the next call.  

 
 Direct Support – Amy Hewitt 

Katie filled in for Kathy Olsen as the UCEDD representation at 
the National Advisory Board of the College of Direct Support 
(CDS). Some highlights from the meeting include the following: 
1. People with disabilities are able to purchase the CDS directly 
if they are self-directing their own supports, 2. The CDS is 
looking to develop stronger partnerships with self-advocacy 
groups, such as SABE, and work with them to use the CDS as a 
training tool around developing advocacy and leadership skills, 



3. Choice Point is a new tool that can help with background 
checks, which can be efficient and useful for many organizations 
as well as individuals. 

New Tool – Choice Point.  Will help with background checks.  
This will build upon what they already have, continue to make 
good progress. 

 
Standing Committee Reports 

 

 

 Information Dissemination – Melina Danko 

At the AUCD conference, this group expanded (nearly 
doubled in size!) 17 members on listserv, with good 
representation on the calls.  Conference calls occur every 
other month, with varied topics. 

The December conference call and web conference, 
facilitated by Elizabeth, will discuss web conferencing 
software. 

Cary Kruetzer is planning to also present in February on 
Product Development. 

Future call topics: 

• March – Website features and content 
• May – Amy Sharp – Resource Directories. 
• Other topics in queue, but no dates have been 

scheduled for these topics yet. 

This group will be working to create a more formalized 
process to collect and added a note taker to ensure (Sandra 
Horne) that notes are taken, frees up Melina to facilitate 
meetings. 

Questions for Melina: 

How has attendance been?  Any given time 5-9 people is 
average – depending on times/days/dates.  Participation 
even at that number is working – everyone gets opportunity 
to give input on topics and share information. 



Minutes will  go on website: 

Elizabeth: Attendance is topic-driven.  Varies based on what 
people are interested in. 

 
  

Technical Assistance – Elizabeth Bishop 

• NCEDC outreach and TA to new members will be 
headed up by Amy Sharp and Elizabeth Bishop. 

• Steering committee mentor volunteers –  
o Katie Keiling (CE) 
o Rob Boy (DC) 
o Amy Sharp (CE) 
o Mary Mercer (CE) 
o Elizabeth Bishop (CE) 

• Sharing Continuing Education Offerings & Resources 
(Mary) 

• Left-over governance, no specific membership.  Must 
of these extra efforts are being covered through the 
other workgroups. 

 
 Training Symposium – Mary Mercer and Amy Sharp 

• Topics for Annual Meeting 2009 Training Symposium – Amy 
Sharp and Mary Mercer will be attending 

o How can UCEDs work to support returning Veterans? 
– Further discussion needed?  Advocacy of that idea, 
or   Other suggestions for the training symposium –  
 University of Texas Center – Veterans 360 

grant.  Penny would be a good contact.  
• Please give suggestions!  Meeting is later in February –  
• Elizabeth: suggestion of using leadership as topic for this 

year’s symposium 

 



 
Other business 

 

 

 NCEDC ListServ (mailing list) Update 

When messages are sent, we know that 36 members have 
subscribed. 

Questions Posed: 

Q:  Can we add people, or does everyone have to add 
themselves? 

A:  We can add people without them initiating process 

Q:  Should we find the names of people who should be on 
the list, and add them?  They can easily unsubscribe if they 
choose not to be part of the listserv. 

Melina: agreed that they should all be added, give them the 
clear option to unsubscribe if needed.  Many probably 
haven’t taken the time to subscribe. 

Rob – will help administer the site once completed.  Amy and 
 Elizabeth will add everyone?! 

Elizabeth will send the updated membership list from 
listserv.   

Mary: should we change how we use the listserv?  Too 
much, too little information – what’s the balance? 

Elizabeth:  

• Announcements for UCEDs are a good use of the 
listserv.   

• Personal messages are not appropriate.   
• General announcements or seeking technical 

assistance from colleagues are both appropriate uses.  
• Training opportunities –if “distance learning”  is 

available are the best. 

 



NCEDC recruitment, activities. 

Guidelines and Possibilities – Mary  

Locations for where to store case studies/resources? 

Include these to our website?  

Good idea for activity for Council?  

How to accomplish this? 

Mary will provide examples – see if this works out 

Amy: Resources are great, but maintenance, 
endorsements of those postings – do we want to take 
that on?   

Elizabeth: establishment of guidelines for those 
resources – ensure that guidelines are posted so we 
can be clear about those issues 

Website -Rob 

Rob – Asked about content management from the individual 
UCED location – everything have to go through Oksana?   

There was some discussion of being able to allow individual 
centers to upload and change their own pages.   

Rob already has a need to be in touch with Oksana about 
website updates, and the same ability for a center project.   

Will follow up and find out what the options are. 
Announcements  
 Anything exciting at your center that you would like to highlight to 

the Council? 

 Most updates already covered.  No additional given. 

 
 


