NCEDC Steering Committee Meeting 1/26/2010
Present: Kathy Olson, Elizabeth Bishop, Mary Mercer, Amy Sharp, Jerry Alliston

Work Group Reports

Direct Support – Bill Gaventa is organizing the first conference call on Career Ladders/Career Paths.
Dissemination – Melina Danko was unable to attend but sent a report: The ID/CS work group had their first conference call of the year on January 12. The topic of the call was “web site reporting”.  Robyn Carroll from New Jersey discussed the new requirement for NIRS for how consumer satisfaction of web sites is measured. Courtney Taylor and Nick Williams from Tennessee gave a general overview of Google Analytics and how to use it to capture web statistics. 

The group is continuing to have bi-monthly topical conference calls as well as plans to use the listserv for discussions in between. Future call topics will be:


March – Social Networks


May- Multimedia strategies


July- News (including newsletters and news media)


September – Reaching rural populations


December – Reaching state legislators

Anyone interested in joining the workgroup can e-mail Melina to be put on the list serve for group updates and conference call information
Community Training for the Future – Cary Kreutzer – no report. Elizabeth will contact Cary

Emergency Planning – Tom Gannon – no report

Self-Determination/Transition – Jerry Alliston reported that this work group is having their first conference call on Thursday of this week (January 28) – on Person Centered Planning. The call is open to anyone from NCEDC.  In April the call will be on Post Secondary Education and in July on Employment. They are also working with the Sibling Leadership Workshop and will help disseminate information in this area. Contact co-chairs Jerry Jerry.Alliston@usm.edu or Stacy alhsxr@langate.gsu.edu  for more information
Violence Prevention – Marilyn Hammond – no report. Mary said that Marilyn has been  trying to set up a meeting in the near future.

Training Symposium – Mary reported on the Council Chairs and Vice-Chairs meeting and asked for input from NCEDC to share with the Council Chairs meeting on February 3. Amy Sharp will be chairing the Training Symposium this year as the Vice Chair of NCEDC. Those on the call indicated interest in several of the proposed topics including Postsecondary Education for Persons with ID; Implementation Research: Replication of Evidence-based Practices; Models for Minority Pipeline into the Disability and Neuro-Developmental Field; and Social Networking for Persons with Disabilities. There was a lot of interest in Implementation Research but some speculation that it might be “overkill” to have that topic for the Training Symposium, doubling up on the Conference theme. Another concern was that there isn’t enough research on social networking tools with people with ID to be able to provide direction at a training symposium.  Others thought that the training symposium might be a good time to bring network members up to speed on these tools. 
AUCD Board Report – Mary reported on the Proposal to AUCD from NASDDS, the creation of a new SIG on Community Mental Health and Behavior Supports, and the evaluation of the 2009 Training Symposium and Annual meeting 
SharePoint &Learning Repository – There was discussion on how to notify interested Council members of these events. In addition to announcements through the list serve, we would like people to post the events on the SharePoint calendar. There was some question about whether using the SharePoint calendar was an effective tool if people weren’t checking the calendar. Elizabeth said that we should do some education on how to set up SharePoint calendar alerts. It was decided that Mary would send out a monthly notice of upcoming events posted on the SharePoint calendar with instructions on how to set up alerts for a few months. In addition, work group chairs are asked to send an announcement on the Council list serve. 

Other Business – none
Set Date for Next Meeting – March 23 from 2:00-3:00 Eastern. Amy Sharp will demonstrate Centra Video Conferencing.
