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Postsecondary Education for Students 
with Intellectual Disabilities

What is Postsecondary Education for Students  
with Intellectual Disabilities? 

This document was prepared by the Association of University Centers on Disabilities.  
For more information, visit www.aucd.org,  
or contact Denise Rozell at drozell@aucd.org.

What are Transition and Postsecondary Programs for  
Students with Intellectual Disabilities (TPSID)? 

A growing mix of college options 
for people with intellectual 
disabilities. There are 259 
programs at community colleges, 
colleges, and universities across 
the country where students 
with intellectual disabilities are 
included with their nondisabled 
peers in postsecondary education.

TPSIDs are demonstration projects funded by the US Department of Education 
as authorized under the Higher Education Act. They provide high quality, 
inclusive postsecondary and transition programs for students with intellectual 
disabilities. Currently 25 grantees are funded through September 2020. 
 

Our TPSID, Syracuse University’s InclusiveU
InclusiveU offers a comprehensive college 
experience for students with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities which includes 
individualized and inclusive coursework, 
person-centered planning, professional internships, and social and 
extracurricular activities. Students can select University classes based on 
their interests and participate in on-campus internships to provide them with 
marketable, transferable job skills.
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How Do These Programs Make a Difference?
Proven Outcomes
One year after completing the 
TPSID program, 74% of former 
students had a paid job. The other 
26% of former students were 
either actively looking for work or 
further developing their education 
or careers. 

Higher Wages
Youth with intellectual 
disabilities who participated in 
postsecondary education and vocational rehabilitation 
(VR) were 26% more likely to exit with paid jobs. They 
also earned 73% higher income than those who received 
only VR services.1 

How can you support and champion these programs?

The Higher Education Act created the TPSID  
model demonstration programs. 

Please support the inclusion of these programs as a  
priority in any reauthorization of the Act.

Source: Migliore, Butterworth and Hart (2009) Postsecondary Education and Employment Outcomes for 
Youth with Intellectual Disabilities. Think College Fast Facts #1.


