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The Disaster Cycle
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Conceptualizing Disaster

A disaster occurs when a hazard in the environment 
overwhelms a community’s ability to 

–Protect public health and safety, 

–Promote psychological and social stability 

– Ensure economic and political viability.
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Types of Hazards

–Natural: Tornados, earthquakes, hurricanes

– Technological: Water failures, power failures

–Chemical: Nuclear, dioxin, chemical spills

–Biological: COVID-19

–Climatological: Droughts, ice storms, wildfires
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Conceptualizing Hazards

“A hazard is a process, phenomenon, or human activity that may cause 

loss of life, injury or other health impacts, property damage, social and 

economic disruption or environmental degradation.” UNDRR, 2017
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Intersection with Disability
(Stough, Sharp, Resch, Decker, & Wilker, 2015)

• Research reveals barriers to services and 
supports for people with disabilities experiencing 
disasters and other emergencies in the areas of 

– Communication

– Transportation

– Medical Care and Health

– Employment and Financial Status

– Housing

– Reconnecting with disability-related supports and 
services
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Stough, L. M., & Kelman, I. (2018). People with disabilities and 
disasters. In H. Rodriguez, J. Trainor, & W. Donner (Eds.), Handbook of 
Disaster Research (2nd ed. pp. 225-242). Cham, Switzerland: Springer. 

Outcomes for People with Disabilities

• Have higher mortality rates
• Are more likely to incur injuries
• Experience health-related complications
• Have higher support needs during 

evacuation and sheltering
• Receive less assistance from emergency 

personnel and volunteers
• Take longer to recover



redd.tamu.edu

Resources and Contact

1. Join the Emergency Preparedness SIG:
https://www.aucd.org/template/page.cfm?id=545

2. Send nominations for SIG Co-Chair to:
lstough@tamu.edu

https://www.aucd.org/template/page.cfm?id=545
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Brief Research 
Findings

• Laura Nell Butler, MRC, MA

• Human Development Institute at 
the University of Kentucky



Background

• Disability is often not a part of Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion work.

• Scholarly work regarding people with 
disabilities and environmental issues 
tends to focus on the causal effects of 
environmental toxins or the often 
catastrophic impact of disasters on 
people with disabilities. 

• The inclusion (or exclusion) of people 
with disabilities in environmental work 
and activism requirements more 
attention. 

• Climate change, environmental toxins, 
and other environmental factors have an 
outsized impact on people with 
disabilities. 



Research Project

Two Parts:
1. Website audit of 10 

environmental groups and 10 
disability groups

2. Survey of people with disabilities 
regarding their level of interest 
and involvement in 
environmental issues and 
activism



Audit Results

One formal partnership between 
organizations:

• Association for University Centers 
on Disability and ecoAmerica

One potential partnership:

• The Audubon Society and 
Birdability 



Survey Highlights

• 72% report knowing “a lot” or “some” 
about climate change.

• 83% are “very concerned” or “somewhat 
concerned” about the impacts of climate 
change.

• 57% believe that people they know are 
“very concerned” or “somewhat 
concerned” about climate change.



Survey Highlights

• 23% reported either currently or 
previously being involved in 
environmental activism.

• 17% would like to get involved.

• The most common accommodations 
received or needed are low or no cost. 
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AUCD & Climate Change

Community of Practice with state depts of public health
• Product: Climate change fact sheet

Partnership with ecoAmerica https://ecoamerica.org/
• ecoAmerica mission: Build institutional leadership, public support, and political 

resolve for climate solutions in the United States
• American Climate Leadership Summit replays 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfYbm8qPg1eb-
l1XuXt_4bQKYOgdYClq5

https://ecoamerica.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfYbm8qPg1eb-l1XuXt_4bQKYOgdYClq5


AUCD & ecoAmerica

• Journal of Environmental Health article
• TA re access and inclusion issues for American Climate 

Leadership Summit; ecoAmerica website
• Tuesdays with Liz interview with exec director
• Climate Summit session—Interview replay
• Joint proposal for APHA conference
• Future: Make ecoAmerica’s online training accessible



ecoAmerica Research: 
Americans are concerned about climate…



Disability Justice + Climate Justice

All kinds of justices are linked together

• Impacted first and worst

• Need to multi-solve

Leadership by people most affected
• Fair, transparent and inclusive decision making

• Unity

Access and liberation for all people



Potential Funding Opportunities

• FEMA?
• EPA environmental justice small grants program 

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-small-grants-program
• Kresge environmental program https://kresge.org/our-work/environment/
• Kresge climate change program https://kresge.org/initiative/climate-change-health-and-

equity-cche/
• NOAA climate and societal interactions division https://cpo.noaa.gov/Divisions-

Programs/Climate-and-Societal-Interactions
• Bloomberg climate and environment programs https://www.bloomberg.org/environment/
• Burroughs Welcome, climate change and human health seed grants 

https://www.bwfund.org/funding-opportunities/climate-change-and-human-
health/climate-change-and-human-health-seed-grants/

• Georgetown adaptation clearinghouse: Search for grants

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-small-grants-program
https://kresge.org/our-work/environment/
https://kresge.org/initiative/climate-change-health-and-equity-cche/
https://cpo.noaa.gov/Divisions-Programs/Climate-and-Societal-Interactions
https://www.bloomberg.org/environment/
https://www.bwfund.org/funding-opportunities/climate-change-and-human-health/climate-change-and-human-health-seed-grants/
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