COCA – Council on Community Advocacy – Celebrating the Past and Looking Toward the Future…

Pre COCA:  What’s in a Name?  University Affiliated Facilities ~University Affiliated Programs ~University Centers of Excellence.  Passage of IDEA, ADA.  Reauthorization of DD Act and provision for CACs.

1992: Survey of Parent Involvement in UAP’s

1994: Technical Assistance Fifield & Eddy

1994: 1st Council Meeting at AUCD Annual Conference

1994: AAUAP amends bylaws creating COCA - Adds 2 co-chairs to the Board of Directors

1995: Leadership & Choices: ADD Technical Assistance Grant through UMKC publishes 1st CAC Orientation Manual 

2005: Alliance for Full Participation; Name Change from  “Consumer” to “Community”

2004 & 2007: Meetings in KC, MO to review COCA’s form and functions; Steering Committee formed

2006 & 2007: Publications: Meaningful Participation in CACs  & CAC Orientation 

2007: SABE attends AUCD and COCA meetings

Future Directions…

Collaboration with other Community-Oriented Groups ~Legislative Advocacy & Input to AUCD~CACs have more involvement in UCEDDs through PAR and other initiatives

COCA AWARDS

Presented by COCA to UCEDDs that:

Exhibit strong commitment to community participation

Demonstrate Model Programs

Focus on cultural competence & accessibility in all areas

1999: Center for Disability Studies, University of Texas & Center for Persons with Disabilities, Utah State University

2000:  Center for Community Inclusion and Disability Studies, University of Maine

2001:  Waisman Center of the University of Wisconsin-Madison

2002:  Interdisciplinary Human Development Institute, University of Kentucky

2003: Center for Development and Disability,  University of New Mexico

2006:  Institute on Disability and Community, University of Indiana

2007:  Institute for Human Development, University of Missouri 

COCA Officers 2007:  Gordon Richins, UT; Susan Yuan, VT; Laurel Ryan, TN   

See white paper for more details
