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Richard Davis, MSW
2013 Disability Policy Leadership Fellow

A former trainee at the LoneStar LEND in Texas, Richard Davis served as the 2013 AUCD Disability Policy Leadership Fellow.  Currently, Richard is the Public Policy Program Manager for The Arc Maryland.

Richard received his BA in Psychology and International Studies from the University of South Florida in 2006. Prior to beginning his graduate studies, Richard spent 2 years working as a Native English Teacher for GEOS Language Corporation in Tokyo, Japan. Richard earned his MSW degree in 2013 from the University of Houston’s Graduate College of Social Work.

While serving as the AUCD Disability Policy Fellow in 2013, Richard was engaged in several activities:
· Richard met with Senators, Representatives, and Congressional staffers to advocate and educate on key issues regarding the legislative priorities of the AUCD Network
· Richard collaborated with several organizations, including the U.S. International Council on Disability (led by former Fellow, David Morrissey), to urge the Senate to ratify the U.N. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. When the Senate Foreign Relations Committee asked advocates to show more support from the business community, Richard was able to get a letter of support for the treaty from NASCAR, headquartered in his hometown of Daytona Beach
· Along with Liz Weintraub (AUCD Self-Advocacy Project Specialist), Richard helped develop Toolkits for Grantees and Funders for use by the Administration on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (AIDD) and other parties, based on data collected from the pilot grant projects that resulted from the Envisioning the Future: Allies in Self Advocacy Summits
· Along with former Fellow Amie Lulinski, Richard helped organize a Trainee Subcommittee on Autism Legislation to develop a nationwide strategy to revise and reauthorize the Combating Autism Act in 2014

· Attended several Disability Policy-Related Hearings, Markups, Conferences, Congressional Briefings, Seminars, and Symposiums that were held throughout the year
· Represented the AUCD Legislative Affairs Committee at the Consortium of Citizens with Disabilities (CCD) on the Autism, International, and Rights Task Forces

· Mobilized UCEDD and LEND Directors to advocate in key states for co-sponsorship of the Keeping All Students Safe Act, addressing the use of restraints and seclusion in schools

· Created, updated, and disseminated ‘Action Alerts’ for AUCD’s Policy Action Center 
· Uploaded new content and announcements for AUCD’s Health Reform Hub
· Contributed information on various issues to AUCD's weekly newsletter, Legislative News In Brief
Immediately after completing his fellowship with AUCD, Richard began working as the Public Policy Program Manager for The Arc Maryland during the Legislative Session in 2014. During session, Richard meets with state legislators and gives written and oral testimony on behalf of The Arc Maryland at several bill hearings before the Maryland General Assembly. He currently serves as a member of The Arc Maryland’s Governmental Affairs Committee, as well as a representative on the DD Coalition, along with partners from the Maryland DD Council, Maryland Disability Law Center (MDLC), Maryland Association of Community Services (MACS), and People on the Go. He is currently creating and implementing a P.E.E.R. (Promoting Education, Empowerment, and Respect) Policy Program to train and develop grassroots advocates across the state.
