Why Should A Member of Congress Listen to ME? 

As part of the preparation for the 2015 Trainee Disability Policy Summit, attendees were asked to reflect on the question of why a member of Congress should listen to what they have to say. Following are select responses. 

Members will listen to you because you have expertise and academic knowledge as professionals in a variety of clinical settings and your interdisciplinary training.  They’ll remember you because of your personal stories. The relationships you have formed with your communities make you excellent sources of knowledge about what’s happening in your states relative to a certain population or issue. You are their source of knowledge!
Whether it is the story of personal struggles and triumphs as an individual with a disability, 

Or your experience as a parents, providers, friends, or siblings: 
You can connect policy decisions to everyday life successes and challenges across the lifespan.

Every day you see the real-life impact, personally and professionally, of the 
policies and decisions of lawmakers at all levels.

You understand the needs of particular populations in different settings. 
Your public health knowledge is invaluable.

Your Center is an exemplary resource to research, inform, translate, educate, and share.  

You are aware that the rate of health disparities experienced by individuals with disabilities is greater than the general population. 
You understand the impact that behavior can have on overall health outcomes. 

You have ability to highlight the potential cost-savings associated with improved outcomes derived from providing preventative services.

You hold the passionate belief that every individual’s health should be priority.
There’s no one better to tell this story! Tell it well, and they’ll listen.

