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Hate crimes
Background
Hate crimes (or “bias” crimes) against people with disabilities are disturbingly prevalent and pose a significant threat to full participation in American society.  Despite the deep impact of hate violence on individuals, families and communities, current law limits federal jurisdiction over hate crimes to incidents directed against individuals on the basis of race, religion, color or national origin - but only when the victim is targeted because he/she is engaged in a federally protected activities, such as voting.  The law does not provide for federal involvement in cases where crimes are motivated by bias against a victim's real or perceived disability.  
Action Taken by Congress and the Administration
· In the 108th Congress, the Senate approved the measure as an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005 (S. 2400). The House approved a “Motion to Instruct” its conferees to retain this provision in conference by a vote of 213-186, but the language was removed.
· In the 109th Congress, the House of Representatives approved the text of hate crimes legislation, HR 2662, as an amendment to the Children’s Safety Act, but it was not passed in the Senate.
· In the 110th Congress, Senate Sponsors Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA) and Gordon Smith (R-OR), and their House counterparts, Representatives Mark Steven Kirk (R-IL), Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), Jerrold Nadler (D-NY, Mary Bono ((R-CA), John Conyers (D-MI), Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), Barney Frank (D-MA) and Christopher Shays (R-CT) will soon introduce the Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2007.  This legislation will provide assistance through federal grants to state and local law enforcement agencies and amend federal law to facilitate the investigation and prosecution of violent, bias-motivated crimes and will expand the definition of hate crimes to include those committed based on disability, gender, sexual orientation or gender identity. 

Recommendations
Members should co-sponsor the Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2007; and Congress should pass the Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2007.
Relevant Committees

House and Senate Judiciary Committees
For more information, please contact The Arc and United Cerebral Palsy Disability Policy Collaboration (202) 783-2229, Association of University Centers on Disability (301) 588-8252, American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (202) 387-1968 or the National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (703) 739-4400.
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