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Doyle Introduces Bill to Improve Care for 

Autistic Individuals of All Ages 
Bill would expand training and continuing education for autism service 

providers 

 
Washington, DC – July 15, 2010 – This afternoon, U.S. Representative Mike Doyle (PA-

14) introduced the Training and Research for Autism Improvement Nationwide Act 

(H.R.5756).    

 

“The number of people diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorders has been 

growing by leaps and bounds and shows no indication of tapering off,” Congressman 

Doyle observed today.  “People who are trying to get the best possible care for an 

autistic family member just can’t get the resources they need and deserve, and these 

resources are all too often scattered and uncoordinated.  Moreover, the service 

providers that do exist aren’t able to meet the growing demand.  In addition, there’s 

no current system for disseminating the latest research on evidence-based 

interventions to these families and the health and education professionals working 

in the field.  That’s why I drafted and introduced the introduced the Training and 

Research for Autism Improvement Nationwide Act.” 

 

This national autism training initiative would establish grants to provide individuals with 

interdisciplinary training, continuing education, technical assistance, and information in 

order to improve services to children and adults with autism and their families, as well as 

to address the existing unmet needs related to autism.  

 

“The Training and Research for Autism Improvement Nationwide Act would 

provide the country with an effective program for expanding the ranks of autism 

service providers and ensuring that they – and families affected by autism - are kept 

abreast of the latest developments in this field,” Congressman Doyle said.   

 

The Association of University Centers on Disabilities (AUCD) strongly supports the 

Training and Research for Autism Improvement Nationwide Act (H.R.5756).    

 

“It is urgent that we develop systematic structures and supports to provide for the 

translation of research into practice, ensure the use of evidence based interventions 



and provide a quality standard to the services and supports provided to adults with 

developmental disabilities, including those on the autism spectrum,” said Tamar 

Heller, Ph.D., director of the University Center of Excellence in Developmental 

Disabilities (UCEDD) for the State of Illinois and current president of the Association of 

University Centers on Disabilities. 

 

Congressman Doyle worked successfully to have this measure included in the 

comprehensive health care reform bill approved by the House of Representatives last year 

(America’s Affordable Health Choices Act of 2009, H.R. 3590), but it wasn’t included in 

the final health care reform legislation that was subsequently signed into law (the Patient 

Protection and Affordable Care Act, P.L. 111-148, and the Health Care and Education 

Reconciliation Act of 2010, P.L. 111-152). 

 

“I am optimistic that the legislation will receive a hearing and committee 

consideration in the near future, and with enough support I believe it can pass the 

House and Senate and be signed into law before the 111
th

 Congress adjourns,” 

Congressman Doyle added. 
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