
 

Combating Autism Reauthorization Act            

 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that 1 out of every 110 children is 

affected by Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASDs) in the U.S.  To address the need for research and 

identification of ASD, President Bush signed into law the Combating Autism Act of 2006 (CAA, PL 

109-416).  This landmark law focused on expanding research and coordination at the National 

Institutes of Health, increasing awareness programs and surveillance at CDC, and expanding 

interdisciplinary training of health professionals to identify and support children with ASD and 

their families through programs of the Health Resources and Services Administration.  It also 

authorized the expansion of the Leadership and Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities 

(LEND) programs to train professionals to diagnose or rule out ASD and other developmental 

disabilities and to develop and provide evidence-based interventions for individuals on the autism 

spectrum. These LEND programs currently operate in 38 states, with a total of 43 programs 

nationwide.  

Due to "sunset" language, the CAA will expire if it is not reauthorized by September 30, 2011.   

Why Does it Matter?  

 
The Combating Autism Act led to a number of improvements, including:  

 Significant advances in our understanding and treatment of ASDs 

 Reliable estimates of the prevalence of ASD and a clearer picture of both the opportunities 

and gaps that exist in ASD research and services  

 Dramatic improvements in the numbers of children receiving screening and diagnostic 

assessments for ASDs through public awareness efforts and training of health professionals 

 The addition of 4 new Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and related Disabilities 

(LEND) programs and additional funding to existing programs resulting in:  

o The screening of over 46,000 infants and children, and 

o The provision of university coursework, continuing education events and other 

events to over 155,000 participants in FY2010 leading to an increased workforce 

capability to screen and treat those with ASD 

 New screening and diagnostic tools leading to earlier diagnosis, which leads to better 

outcomes and cost savings  

Even with these improvements, a number of gaps remain.  New CDC data indicates a continuing 

need for improved access to early evaluation and diagnostic services.  There is also a need to 



address racial disparities in diagnosis for communities of color (it takes about 18-24 months longer 

to screen and identify a child of color than a Caucasian child).  While Federal agencies are actively 

identifying best practices and implementing programs to increase quality of life for people with 

ASD, significant gaps remain in access to evidence-based interventions, education, supported 

employment, family supports, and transition services across the lifespan.  Training of a wide range 

of interdisciplinary professionals to provide services and supports is needed to translate the 

newest research into practice, and to provide accurate information to people with ASD and their 

families about scientifically supported interventions, with ongoing focus on strategic efforts aimed 

at underserved populations.  

Status of the Combating Autism Reauthorization Act 

 
On May 26, bipartisan bills were introduced in both chambers to extend the Combating Autism Act 

for an additional three years at current (FY 2011) funding levels.  The Combating Autism 

Reauthorization Act (S. 1094) is sponsored by Senators Robert Menendez (D-NJ) and Michael Enzi 

(R-WY), along with Sens. Scott Brown (R-MA) and Richard Durbin (D-IL).  Representatives Chris 

Smith (R-NJ) and Mike Doyle (R-PA), co-chairs of the Bipartisan Caucus on Autism, introduced a 

companion bill (H.R. 2005).  While there continues to be strong support in Congress to address the 

needs of individuals and families with autism, there are new and intense pressures to reduce 

spending and the number of federal programs. The CAA, and all the improvements made as a result 

of it, are in danger of expiring.   

The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee, chaired by Sen. Tom Harkin 

(D-IA), plans to markup S. 1094 on Wednesday, September 7.  This is a critical step for this bill in 

the legislative process.  Passage in the Senate will help to spur support in the House where, so far, 

no action has taken place because there is reluctance to pass any bill that increases or even 

continues federal spending. 

Conclusion 

 
Congress should pass the Combating Autism Reauthorization Act before September 30, 2011 to 

prevent the loss of significant efforts and advancements made under the original law.   

For more information on this issue, please contact Kim Musheno at kmusheno@aucd.org.  

 

Resources:  

Report to Congress on Activities Related to Autism Spectrum Disorders and Other Developmental Disabilities Under the 

Combating Autism Act of 2006 (FY 2006-FY 2009): 

http://doyle.house.gov/legislation/2011%2001%2006%20HHS%20report%20on%20RTC%20on%20Activities%20Rel

ated%20to%20ASD.pdf  

Interdisciplinary Technical Assistance Center on Autism and Developmental Disabilities: http://www.aucd.org/itac  

Letter of Support signed by 12 national organizations: http://www.c-c-d.org/task_forces/AdHocAutism/CCD-Autism-

Task-Force-Hill-Drop-Letter.pdf  
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