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August 25, 2006

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley

Chair, Committee on Finance

219 Dirksen Building

U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
The Honorable Wally Herger

Chair, Subcommittee on Human Resources

Committee on Ways and Means

B-317 Rayburn Building

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Max Baucus
Ranking Member

Committee on Finance

511 Hart Building

U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Jim McDermott
Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Human Resources

Committee on Ways and Means

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senators Grassley and Baucus and Representatives Herger and Levin:

As members of the National Child Abuse Coalition, we are pleased to write in support of the reauthorization of the Promoting Safe and Stable Families Program, with an emphasis on preserving the $40 million increase in mandated funds secured in the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005.  We commend the approaches taken in S.3525 and in H.R.5640 to target these sorely needed funds at addressing serious issues confronting the child welfare system’s efforts to prevent child abuse and neglect:  to improve outcomes for children who are in harm’s way as a result of a parent’s substance abuse; and to improve the ability of caseworkers to protect children.  

We find merit in both approaches and we urge a resolution in the final legislation which supports the ability of states to address either or both of these two serious issues.  Child welfare agencies are hard-pressed to protect children where substance abuse, especially methamphetamines in some communities, is a significant factor in putting children in danger of maltreatment.  At the same time, states are struggling to improve the recruitment, retention and training of caseworkers to ensure that families receive the support they need and children enjoy the safety and nurturing they deserve.  

Studies suggest as much as 80 percent of families in the child welfare system are affected by parental substance abuse.  What’s more, children of parents with substance abuse problems are three to four times more likely to be abused or neglected than children from other families.  Treatment services, especially those that allow families to stay together, are relatively scarce.  Funding and policies that support accessible and seamless service delivery are needed to expand the scope of help available to these families.  Local collaborations, such as the partnerships proposed in S.3525, should bring together addiction treatment services, child welfare agencies, and other family support networks which would treat families affected by substance abuse, including but not limited to methamphetamines.  The outcomes of such services offered on a limited, demonstration basis in states that focused on the early identification of parents with substance abuse and the provision of service referrals for these parents have indicated some reduction in the duration of foster care placements and a lower risk of maltreatment recurrence. 
Our nation's child welfare system is stretched beyond its capacity to handle the full scope of child maltreatment, a situation only exacerbated by the high incidence of substance abuse as a factor in cases of child abuse and neglect.  States report difficulty in recruiting and retaining child welfare workers because of issues like low salaries, high caseloads, insufficient training and limited supervision. The average turnover of child welfare workers is between 30 and 40 percent annually. Nationally, the average caseload for child welfare workers is double the recommended number.  A recent study of 40,000 cases in California found that children were at greater risk of suffering recurrence of abuse and neglect, due to inadequate protection and services, in counties where agencies had the highest staff turnover rates and the lowest paid staff.  Our child protection system demands adequate investment.  

Your dedicated support for programs to protect children and to prevent child abuse and neglect can help to focus constructive public policies on these important issues.  We look forward to working with you to ensure safety and healthy outcomes for children.  Many thanks for your leadership and advocacy on behalf of children.  

Sincerely, 

Alliance for Children and Families
American Academy of Pediatrics
American Humane Association

American Psychological Association

Association of University Centers on Disabilities
First Star

National Association of Counsel for Children

National Respite Coalition

Prevent Child Abuse America

Voices for America’s Children

