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The Honorable Arlen Specter 


The Honorable Ralph Regula

Chair 





Chair

Subcommittee on Labor, HHS and Education 
Subcommittee on Labor, HHS and Education

Committee on Appropriations


Committee on Appropriations

184 Dirksen Building



2358 Rayburn Building
U.S. Senate




U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510


Washington, D.C. 20515
The Honorable Tom Harkin 


The Honorable David R. Obey 

Ranking Member



Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, HHS and Education 
Subcommittee on Labor, HHS and Education
Committee on Appropriations


Committee on Appropriations

123 Hart Building



1016 Longworth Building

U.S. Senate




U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510


Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Senators Specter and Harkin and Representatives Regula and Obey:
As members of the National Child Abuse Coalition, we write to urge you to set funding for the Promoting Safe and Stable Families (PSSF) Program at least at the current fiscal 2006 level of $434 million in the final version of the FY07 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Bill.  Any cut in funds to this program would set back local efforts to prevent the abuse and neglect of children.  Already, the discretionary funding for PSSF is $9.5 million below the appropriation from 2005.  Further diminishing these funds shortchanges the ability of communities to protect children and serve families.  
Even level funding for this program, when inflation is considered, represents an additional cut of more than $9 million.  Level funding translates into a cut in support for services for families aimed at preventing child maltreatment and protecting children from further harm.  We believe federal funding to help states and communities protect children and prevent child abuse and neglect should be a priority on the Congressional agenda.  Adequate funding is essential for states to make available community-based programs to prevent abuse and neglect.  
According to this year’s report on child maltreatment from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, more children received preventive services funded by Promoting Safe and Stable Families grants than from any other single federal source.  Increasing the appropriations for Promoting Safe and Stable Families grants to the fully authorized level of $505 million, as President Bush has proposed in past years, would extend valuable prevention services, including home visitation, parent education and respite care, for thousands more children and families.  The need for services to protect children from abuse and neglect is as great today as it was two years ago when President Bush challenged Congress to move the PSSF funding to higher levels.      
It is time to invest our resources to work in partnership with the states to help families and prevent children from being abused and neglected.  Your dedicated support for programs to protect children and to prevent child abuse and neglect can help to focus constructive public policies on these important issues.  We hope we can count on your leadership to promote increased funding levels for the Promoting Safe and Stable Families Program grants, and provide the resources necessary to stem the tide of child maltreatment.  Many thanks for your advocacy on behalf of children.  
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