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Special Issue

Advancing Family-Centered Health Care Services:
Opportunities and Challenges 

Special Issue Editor: Melissa H. Bellin 

The Journal of Family Social Work invites papers for a special issue focusing on 
implementing family-centered healthcare practices across the lifespan. A family-centered 
philosophy of care places the individual with a chronic and/or life-threatening health condition 
in the context of the larger family system and recognizes that the psychosocial well-being of the 
affected individual is interconnected with that of surrounding family members. The mission 
of this special issue is to enhance understanding of pathways to support family resilience when 
living with a chronic and/or life-threatening health condition. Of particular interest are scholarly 
articles that advance practice knowledge in the following domains:

•	 psychosocial impact of chronic and/or life-threatening health conditions on family members,
	 including siblings, parents, and spouses/partners
•	 interventions to support the quality of life of family caregivers of an individual with a chronic 	
	 and/or life-threatening health condition
•	 barriers and opportunities to provide family-centered services in diverse healthcare settings

Article Submission
Transdisciplinary article submissions are welcome. Articles must be original and follow the 
APA style (as outlined in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association). 
Articles should be a maximum length of 20 typed pages (including abstract and references). 
All submissions for this special issue must be identified as such in the cover letter. Authors’ 
names, affiliations, and contact information should also be included in the cover letter. 
Deadline for article receipt is: May 15, 2008.

®

Articles should be submitted to: 
Pat Conway, PhD, LCSW 
Editor: Journal of Family Social Work
501 N. Columbia Road, Stop 9037
Grand Forks, ND 58202
E-mail: jfsw@medicine.nodak.edu

For more information on how to prepare articles for publication, visit the journal’s Web site at: 
http://JFSW.HaworthPress.com and click on “Instructions for Authors” in the “Journal 
Information” column. For more information on this special issue, contact: 

Melissa H. Bellin, PhD, LCSW
Guest Editor: Journal of Family Social Work
525 West Redwood Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
mbellin@ssw.umaryland.edu

“What fascinating articles! 
. . . An excellent journal for the 
purist in family therapy who 
isn’t familiar with the interface 
of family policy and family 
therapy as well as for the clinical 
social worker who emphasizes 
social justice.”	
—Mary Anne Armour, MA, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Psychiatry, Mercer University 
School of Medicine, Macon, Georgia
	
“Provides a home within social 
work for research, reports 
of innovative practice, and 
advances in marital and family 
therapy. . . . What will, I am 
certain, become A SEMINAL 
PUBLICATION FOR SOCIAL 
WORKERS INTERESTED AND 
INVOLVED WITH MARITAL AND 
FAMILY THERAPY.”
—Mark R. Ginsberg, PhD, Director, 
Faculty and Staff Assistance Program, 
Johns Hopkins Institutions, Baltimore


