March of Dimes Office of the Medical Director: ‘Genetics 101’ Resources 








A diverse collection of genetics education resources exist on the Internet for both consumers (e.g. patients/pregnancy and newborn audience) and professionals (e.g. researchers or those working in health care).  Many institutions’ Web sites, like the March of Dime’s, present their own content, whether it’s a slide set, a case study or fact sheet and will usually include a ‘Resource’ page with links to other organizations.  A few Web sites serve as portals by compiling and organizing the myriad of existing resources on the Internet.  Below is a selection of Web sites grouped by objective with a notation indicating who the intended audience is along with a brief sampling of the site’s educational pieces.  While external Web sites do not necessarily reflect the view of the March of Dimes, they may include helpful images or material that could be referenced when developing educational materials. Unless noted by an asterix, most of the organizations listed are government agencies and thus the material found on these sites are within the public domain.  However, if you plan to use any images for educational projects, please check disclaimers found on the Web sites for the institution’s copyright policy.  
Table 1.  General web sites-- selected portals to additional educational resources

	Organization
	URL
	Sample content
	Consumer or professional audience? 

	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Office of Public Health Genomics Case Studies
	http://www.cdc.gov/genomics/hugenet/casestudies.htm
 
	Case studies to help professionals critically evaluate gene disease association literature
	professionals

	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s National Office of Public Health Genomics: Training
	http://www.cdc.gov/genomics/training/resources.htm

	Public health genomics and family history resources, case studies and tools; some Spanish content
	both

	Genetic Resources on the Web (GROW)
	http://www.geneticsresources.org/
	Search engine crawling various NCHPEG organizations; available in Spanish 
	both

	Human Genome Project Education Resources
	http://www.ornl.gov/sci/techresources/Human_Genome/education/education.shtml
	Videos, web casts, graphics, downloadable teaching aids; available in Spanish
	consumers 

	National Coalition for Health Professionals Education  in Genetics (NCHPEG)
	http://www.nchpeg.org/

	Flash animation curriculums
	professionals

	National Human Genome Research Initiative online genetics education resources
	http://www.genome.gov/10000464
	Links to web based education modules; available in Spanish
	mainly consumers

	National Network of Libraries of Medicine
	http://nnlm.gov/training/genetics/resources.html
	”ABCs of DNA” Web resources
	consumers

	University of Kansas Genetics Education Center*
	http://www.kumc.edu/gec/
	Links organized by projects, organizations
	both

	University of Utah- Genetic Science Learning Center (A March of Dimes partner)*
	http://gslc.genetics.utah.edu/

	Podcasts, fact sheets with flash animation; available in Spanish
	consumers


*Not in public domain
Table 2. Selected ‘Genetics 101’ websites- learn the basics about genes and implications for medicine and public health

	Organization
	URL  
	Sample content
	Consumer or professional audience?

	Human Genome Project web site and online publication
	http://www.ornl.gov/sci/techresources/Human_Genome/project/info.shtml  AND

http://www.ornl.gov/sci/techresources/Human_Genome/publicat/primer2001/1.shtml
	Science behind Human Genome Project series; available in Spanish
	consumers

	MD Anderson Center: Genes and Cancer*
	http://www3.mdanderson.org/depts/hcc/summer99/gen101.htm
	’Just the basics’ part of eight part series
	consumers

	Public Broadcasting Service NOVA online: Cracking the Code of Life*
	http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/genome/program.html

	2 hour video program divided into 16 chapters
	consumers


*Not in public domain
Table 3.  Selected web sites focused on genetic testing issues (includes newborn screening, prenatal testing) or gene-disease reviews
	Title
	URL
	Sample content
	Consumer or professional audience?

	CDC National Office of Public Health Genomics: Genetic Testing
	http://www.cdc.gov/genomics/gTesting.htm
	Project descriptions and resource
	professionals

	CDC National Office of Public Health Genomics: Public Health Perspectives
	http://www.cdc.gov/genomics/training/perspectives/series.htm

	Comprehensive series on obesity, family history, asthma plus more
	both

	GeneTests
	http://www.genetests.org/
	Disease reviews, laboratory listings
	professionals

	Genetics Home Reference
	http://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/ghr/
	Fact sheets with links and glossary
	consumers

	MedlinePlus: Genetic Testing
	http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/genetictesting.html
	Fact sheet with links; available in Spanish 
	consumers

	MedlinePlus: Newborn Screening
	http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/newbornscreening.html
	Fact sheet with links; available in Spanish
	consumers

	MedlinePlus: Prenatal Testing
	http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/prenataltesting.html
	Fact sheet with links; available in Spanish
	consumers

	MedlinePlus: Diagnostic Tests
	http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/diagnostictests.html
	Fact sheet with links; available in Spanish
	consumers

	National Health Museum*
	http://www.accessexcellence.org/AE/AEPC/NIH/
	Understanding gene testing module
	consumers


*Not in public domain

Questions? Are links no longer working? Do you have a recommendation? Please contact Bruce K. Lin, Manager, Public Health Initiatives in the Office of the Medical Director at 914-997-4510 or email blin@marchofdimes.com.
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