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1.  What strategies have you used to infuse genetics information into your training 
program? 

a) Selected clinical training/teaching cases by specific syndrome 
b) Case review/problem case presentations, e.g., ethical dilemmas 
c) Core seminar/symposia topics on medical genetics syndromes and issues 
d) Trainee rotations through Medical Genetics Clinics, Metabolism Clinics and 

Specialty Clinics, e.g., Down, Fragile X, Williams, Praeder-Willi and Lowe 
Syndromes 

e) Family as faculty seminar presentations 
f) Trainee involvement in specific genetic research projects 

2.  What funding/resources did you use to support these activities? 
a) Generated revenues from clinic fees 
b) In kind support and donated faculty time from Indiana University Department 

of Medical Genetics and Pediatric Section of Metabolism and Nutrition 
c) Small MCH block grant initiatives from Indiana Department of Health 
d) MCH LEND core grant funds  

3.   What relationships were developed or expanded? 
The RCDC has developed and expanded collaborative working relationships with 
the Indiana University Department of Medical Genetics, the Pediatric Section of 
Metabolism and Nutrition and the Indiana State Department of Health-Division of 
Maternal and Child Health. The Department of Medical Genetics and the 
Metabolism and Genetics Section both have a designated core faculty member on 
the LEND Interdisciplinary Training Team. Trainee rotations are supported and 
encouraged across the RCDC LEND clinics, the Medical Genetics Clinics and the 
Metabolism and Nutrition Clinics. The Indiana Department of Health, Division of 
Maternal and Child Health has a designated representative on the RCDC LEND 
Advisory Committee and who provides information on state genetic initiatives 
and issues. 

4.  What lessons have you learned and what would you suggest for the future? 
Knowledge and technological advances in molecular and medical genetics are 
expanding at a very rapid rate. Specialty and long term training in these new and 
emerging areas must increase to keep pace with practice demand but additional 
LEND funding support is needed particularly for long term trainee stipends. Many 
good training modules on medical genetics have been developed but need to be 
more broadly delivered to LEND trainees via online/distance learning formats. 
With the advent of the human genome pedagogy must also maintain a focus on 
the inherent moral, legal and ethical dilemmas. 

 


