
 

April 7, 2005 
 
UCEDD Directors,  
 
Approximately ten years ago AUCD sought to increase participation and leadership of 
people with disabilities and their families within its structure.  To achieve this goal, the 
Council of Consumer Affairs (COCA) was formed.  Each UCEDD is required through the 
DD Act to have a Consumer Advisory Committee that consists of a majority of individuals 
with disabilities and family members.  COCA is made up of a representative with 
disabilities or family member designated by each UCEDD.  
  
Unfortunately, over the years many individuals within COCA and the AUCD network have 
noticed a decline in membership and stagnation of COCA’s function within the network.  
In order to revitalize the role of COCA, David Johnson, Past President of AUCD, 
appointed an ad hoc workgroup.  This workgroup, chaired by Carl Calkins, solicited 
feedback from within the network and met several times to develop a renewed vision to 
strengthen the role of COCA.  A final set of recommendations from the workgroup has 
just been released.   
 
The AUCD Board of Directors fully embraces these recommendations and encourages 
UCEDD Directors to assist with achieving this exciting vision for the future.  Please take 
time to review the recommendations and explore the status of your Consumer Advisory 
Committee and designated COCA representative.  Gordon Richins and Sharon Hauss, 
current Co-Chairs of COCA, and Carl Calkins will discuss these recommendations at the 
upcoming UCEDD Directors retreat in May.  They look forward to your comments, 
suggestions, and ideas about how to proceed.  In addition, Joe Caldwell, current AUCD 
Disability Policy Fellow, will be assisting with support to COCA from the AUCD central 
office as part of his fellowship experience.   
 
The restructure and revitalization of COCA is an opportunity for AUCD to remain a leader 
in the full participation of individuals with disabilities and their families.  It is an 
opportunity for AUCD to model effective partnerships with individuals with disabilities and 
families in education, research, and service programs.  Furthermore, it is an opportunity 
for mentorship and leadership development to affect change at the local, state, and 
national levels.  We look forward to a lively discussion at the retreat and for ongoing 
involvement as we proceed.  Thank you for your support.                    
 
Respectfully Yours, 
 

  
Frederick B. Palmer, M.D.   George Jesien, Ph.D. 
President     Executive Director 

                           
Sharon Hauss, M.S.    Gordon Richins, B.S. 
COCA Co-Char     COCA Co-Chair 
 
 


