CAAI Kick-off Meeting – Breakout Meeting 2 – Regions 2&3


1. Identify specific areas that you think it would be helpful for the various programs of CAAI to exchange information or share practices in your region and nationally to maximize the success of the overall program.

· Latino culture, Caribbean issues – because of Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands

· Rural issues – different issues from city (somewhat good state of services currently) to Appalachia (not great at the moment)

· Evaluation piece – what are states finding at each point – share with region

· Upcoming Act Early Summit in Region 2 – information can be shared with Region 3 to prepare for future summit

· Exchange early successes and challenges that states may have – can benefit from what others have learned and done well

· Prevalence of Autism in NJ is the highest in the country – how is that influencing this region and surrounding states? Addressing the demand?

· Maybe NJ just has higher level of diagnosis and can share info with other states?

· Look at legislation in the area – see what you have to work with

· Difference with how states define Autism – federal definition? Educational definition? Combine Educational definition with DSM (include Asperger syndrome and convince state to provide adult services)? National Research Council definition? – use this to influence state services (timeline: 1.5 years?) – this could be a network wide advocacy

· Insurance coverage for autism services – sharing that information and deciding as a group what is rational so free market does not take this over

· Population with a lot of academic institutions with a lot of trainees that stay here – different from other rural states – but still a high level of demand for services

· Complexity of multiple institutions and the private services – juggling this around large metropolitan areas that encompass multiple states

· Financing is a national and region issue

· Making sure that this information gets out of our networks and into others that are not part of the initiative

2. What strategic can each of the programs in the overall CAAI effort implement to help maintain a collaborative and mutually strengthening set of relationships across the various programs?

3. What suggestions do you have for what MCHB and the TA providers can do to facilitate, encourage and promote widespread collaboration across the CAAI programs and other potential partners interested in ASD and related DD?

· Expanding and integrating the circle of other researchers and organizations not within or familiar with our networks: Include public schools - Do teacher unions pose barriers? If you try to impose training expectations for teachers. - As states put insurance parity into place it will turn into insurance against schools and students will not get services. - Need to get the right people at the table (PBS).  Positive Behavior Supports (statewide initiative).

· Get trainees into the insurance leadership area – so they will be ready for insurance issue – incorporate this into their training – training opportunities

· Training opportunities for trainees in all the issues mentions (TA – call together what the issues or are, form workgroups)

· TA – influence what they can on the insurance legislation – who gets credentialed and how it works – make sure that LEND and training programs accurately prepare the leaders to meet the requirements of the legislation.

· LEND programs that were no funded – may have created bad feelings and lost opportunities – need to find a way to include them in this initiative as much as possible – AUCD is reaching out to have states with more than one LEND to work together. 

· Not reinventing the wheel – a central compilation with an agreement that it is ok to share – this is where to bring in the other LENDs 

· If you do this meeting next year – maybe a poster session – people can share innovative projects or developments – LEND poster session – focus on the development of the program (the first year of the program, lessons learned, emphasize programs that will be sustainable, etc.)? Have this at the fall meeting – this could be useful to the UCEDDs without LENDs? Put them up in November AUCD meeting and then again at the CAAI meeting. This could include all programs under CAAI not just LEND.

· TA could pull together highlights from each of the funded programs and provide a summary so that other programs could collaborate or get ideas – be aware of what others are doing.

· Webinars or conference calls highlighting one of the initiatives (ie research networks) each quarter to discuss successes and challenges. Pick topics invite programs based on topics (ie PBS) pick people who have been successful. Topic based versus programmatic. Suggested topics: How to reach out to diverse population (latino and Hispanic), kids and adults that require residential placement (state systems of residential facilities)

· TA – recognize the prevalence of other disabilities (they aren’t getting as much awareness as Autism – Autism Speaks knows the media and got it out there) – if legislators new that 3 out of 100 had i/dd – influence votes

4. What do you project to be this program’s greatest national impact over the life of the program?

· Building capacity of training for the next generation

· Research is building the capacity for new research

· Negative impact? Such a focus on autism, are we leaving out other dd? As we talk about insurance for autism, we have to put in other dd for that. Awareness of other related disorders may go down. Exploit the ambiguity in this legislation to the direction of encompassing other DD, inclusiveness.

· Putting the research out that and being able to talk about what is evidence-based – someone will start putting pressure on soon to make sure everything that goes on in schools to make sure everything is evidence-based – need to make sure trainees get evidence-based practices.

· Hope this can be seen as a spring board to expand what we find for autism so that we can be more exclusive – AUCD can assist with this for evaluation and measurement is concerned – inclusive and exclusive at the same time – do we show that these funds also influence other DD? 

· We always need to say Autism and Related Developmental Disabilities

· Have the project itself become a leverage for other disabilities

· As an initiative – need to come together on a definition that encompasses these disabilities – that would allow the project to accomplish quite a lot.


