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Interdisciplinary Disability Studies Program

Disability Studies applies social, cultural, historical, and philosophical perspectives to the study of disability in society.  Consistent with the Georgetown tradition of social justice and building on the expertise of School of Continuing Studies and the Georgetown Center for Child and Human Development in the area of disability, the IDSP is designed to help students understand and work to overcome the barriers to full participation of people with disabilities in the community and society. 

Disability Studies focuses on disability as a social phenomenon, social construct, and culture.  The curriculum described below is guided by this philosophical framework and the following principles: 
· The perspectives and experiences of people with disabilities form the foundation for all research and training. 
· A cross-disability perspective examines the commonalties in the experiences of the diverse group of people who have been defined as disabled. 
· Social and cultural aspects of disability is a focus.  
· An interdisciplinary faculty and student body will represent a vast array of professional fields including but not limited to health, law, education, social services, business, public policy, and the humanities.
· The importance of family in the lives of many people with disabilities. Scholarship in this area includes enquires into the views and experiences of family members of people with developmental disabilities in particular. 
· Students will graduate with the skills, methods, and perspectives to play a variety of leadership roles in disability service, research, policy, and advocacy. 

Course Descriptions

MPS Core (3 credits)
Required for all MPS candidates. It will emphasize core values endemic to the professional world, cutting across several disciplines but with a particular focus on the connections between applied ethics and other areas such as media, politics, or culture. 
IDSP Core Courses (9 credits)
Foundations of Disability Study 
Comprehensive survey of the disability field providing key information on the factors that impact the understanding of disability, developing policy, and providing service to individuals with disabilities. Disability will be redefined within a civil rights paradigm to include impairment as a phenomenon of the human condition rather than an aberration requiring remediation, cure, or exclusion.  Topics include definition of disability, evolution of service systems, relevant public policies, and the impact that disability has on the person, family, and society through the life span. Emphasis will be on the social construction of disability, the changing experiences of persons with disabilities, the notion of oppression and devaluation. These will be discussed in the context of other civil rights movements and the broader evolution of social policy. 

Disability Policy and Organization 
Development of strong, collaborative, comprehensive service systems is an effective means of meeting the complex needs of individuals with disabilities through the life span. Developing these service systems requires a thorough analysis of service delivery systems and supports. The course will focus on the local, state, national, and international perspectives of legislation, public policy, and financing of service systems within a socio-cultural-political context. Topics will include legislative, legal, and administrative foundations of the system of care for individuals with disabilities through the life span, including economic, financing, and regulatory considerations. 

Leadership in Disability Study 

Meeting the diverse needs of individuals with disabilities through the life span requires leaders with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to design, implement, and sustain major system reform and ensure improvements in service delivery systems. Leadership in Disability Study will focus on the knowledge, skills and attitudes of leaders who successfully promote contemporary practices for individuals with disabilities and their families. Topics will include the strategies and tools necessary to facilitate systems change, transformational leadership practices, collaborative decision-making, value clarification, and the unauthorized leadership framework.

Track Courses (12 credits)
Developmental Disabilities Track 
Disability and Culture 
The cultural model of disability promotes the view that as a group people with disabilities posses identifying characteristics that enable, produce, and/or support a political, historical, and cultural identity. This notion of disability culture continues to gain acceptance within the disability community as well as society at-large. This course will take a cross-cultural comparative approach to the study of disability and will focus on characteristics such as ethnicity and cultural and linguistic competency. Topics include how varying groups regard individuals with disabilities across the life span; how individuals with disabilities view themselves as a unique group; and how individuals with disabilities create from their experience of disability art, music, literature, and other expressions.
Disability in the Humanities 

Individuals with disabilities have been portrayed in literature, art, and film throughout time. Some have been portrayed as an object of pity, others as a variation of the human condition. In this course students will study selected written and visual arts materials (e.g., film, theater, literature, art) to develop an understanding and awareness of how images of disability, as conveyed through forms of popular culture, inform our attitudes and perceptions of people with disabilities.  

Disability through the Life-Span 
The characteristics and needs of individuals with disabilities, their families and care givers, and the supports and services they need change over their life-time. In this course the biopsychosocial model will be used to examine various dimensions of physical, psychological, and behavioral well being. In this course students will examine how health status, societal values and systems, and demographic factors facilitate or inhibit participation in activities. Topics will include the changing needs of children, adolescents and adults, the aging process, health promotion and wellness, sexuality, and the changing nature of service delivery systems. 

Inclusive Practices through the Life-Span 
Contemporary practice for individuals with disabilities promotes the inclusion of individuals with disabilities in all facets of community life, including housing, education, employment, transportation, recreation, and health care. This course explores the legal, regulatory, political, economic and social experiences that impact full inclusion and participation by individuals with disabilities through the life-span. Topics will include the policies, programs, and concepts of inclusion and how it is operationalized throughout society through the life span in the sectors of education, health, social services, etc. 

Early Intervention Track 
Families, Culture, and Community 

Family centered care is the cornerstone of early intervention practice within a system of care. Providers must develop on-going relationships with family members to ensure that their priorities and concerns direct intervention within the context of their community.  This course will emphasize the knowledge, attitudes, and skills needed to partner with families and communities. Topics include cultural and linguistic competency, developing family partnerships, collaborative leadership, community development, collaboration, cooperation, and interest-based decision-making. 

Evidence-Based Early Intervention Practices 

Providing services and supports that facilitate positive self-identity, functional skills, and full participation in the community is the goal of contemporary service delivery to infants, toddlers, and young children with disabilities. This course will analyze the scientific evidence of intervention practices in relation to the tenets of disability studies:  the focus of intervention should be participation rather than remediation of impairment and facilitation of “normalcy”. Topics will include evaluation of the scientific evidence of the common intervention approaches.
Evaluation and Assessment of Infants, Toddlers, and Young Children 

The early identification of young children with disabilities is dependent on a variety of information collection strategies such as screening, evaluation, and assessment of the physical, social, psychological, and behavioral aspects of development. This course will examine the wide variety of strategies available to determine the developmental level of children, to plan intervention programs, and determine change over time.  Working in partnership with families to determine family concerns, priorities, and resources will be presented as the framework for the information gathering process. Topics will include the development of formal and informal assessment techniques, the advantages and disadvantages of norm-referenced, criterion-referenced, and observational tests and tools, models of assessment, and report writing. 

Program Evaluation and Monitoring (also required in the System of Care track)

Contemporary service delivery emphasizes program evaluation and the use of outcome oriented program management.  Program evaluation generates information on how to improve program performance or measure its impact. Program monitoring involves the ongoing collection of information to determine if programs are operating according to plan. Monitoring provides ongoing information on program implementation and functioning.  This course will focus on the advantages and uses of systematic, organized data collection. Topics will include formative and summative evaluations; developing logic models; use of quantitative and qualitative data; and organizing, interpreting and reporting findings.

Mental Health Systems of Care for Children and Youth Track 
The Foundations of a System of Care 
A system of care for children and youth with mental health considerations requires a structure that is organized.  This course will focus on the functional characteristics of a system of care approach to service system development and service delivery and monitoring. Topics will include cultural and linguistic competency, family centered care, care coordination, across- agency system building, financing, and quality improvement. 
Program Evaluation and Monitoring (also required in the Early Intervention track)

Contemporary service delivery emphasizes program evaluation and the use of outcome oriented program management.  Program evaluation generates information on how to improve program performance or measure its impact. Program monitoring involves the ongoing collection of information to determine if programs are operating according to plan. Monitoring provides ongoing information on program implementation and functioning.  This course will focus on the advantages and uses of systematic, organized data collection. Topics will include formative and summative evaluations; developing logic models; use of quantitative and qualitative data; and organizing, interpreting and reporting findings.

Structure and Processes Critical in Systems of Care 
Effective systems of care are culturally competent, family-centered, and interagency. Thoughtful planning on structuring a system of care to include these characteristics is needed if the systems are to be successful and sustainable. This course will focus on the knowledge and skills needed by service providers, managers, and administrators to facilitate successful systems building.  Topics will include systems thinking and inter-agency collaboration, systems change theory, collaborative leadership, strategic planning, and collaborative decision-making.
Home and Community Based Services and Supports 
Contemporary practices for children and youth with mental health conditions promote community-based services and supports.  This course will explore the provision of mental and behavioral health services and supports that facilitate positive self-identity, functional skills, and full participation in the community. Topics will include the analysis of evidence based early childhood practices especially those that emphasize relationship-based models of intervention, community planning, workforce development, public awareness, and community planning. 

Elective (3 credits)
All students will have the opportunity to take one elective course. Electives could be from:
· Core courses offered in a different track within the IDSP; 
· Courses offered in other graduate and or professional schools within Georgetown University or within graduate programs within the Consortium of Universities of the Washington Metropolitan area; or

· A course on a special topic (Special Topics in Disability Studies) that will be developed by the faculty of the IDSP. The topic of the course will depend on the interest and availability of the faculty and the interests of the students. 

An IDSP MPS student pursuing a capstone project involving empirical research will be required to take Research Methodologies in Disabilities or its equivalent. 

Capstone (3 credits)
This three-credit course will be the culmination of the student’s academic and professional experience in the MPS program.  Over the course of the semester, students will produce a substantial piece of work related to their chosen track. The capstone project could be either:

· A practicum experience within Georgetown University’s programs that provide service, conduct research, develop and translate public policy to, for, and with individuals with disabilities and their families or within the community’s vast resources especially in public policy and legislation or;

· Empirical research in partnership with an MPS in IDSP faculty;

All students completing their capstone project will meet for a weekly seminar. Students will be held to strict deadlines and their work will be both peer and advisor-reviewed. The work will be judged for its professional value and students will be encouraged and assisted in finding appropriate homes for their work in a recognized publication or media outlet. The course will have its own website where student work will be posted at the semester’s end. This website will be used as a virtual portfolio for graduating students.
